H.M. FIRST PHYSICIANS 1603 -1844 The first appointment to the office of Principal Mediciner (later termed Principal or First Physician) was that of John Craig in 1603. His commission refers to a vacancy caused by the death of Gilbert Moncrieff, but there is no evidence that the latter ever ranked above the other ordinary physicians (q.v. IT is a hundred years since the death of Thomas Hodgkin who, in 1832, waded into the mass of ill-defined diseases that affect the sprawling reticulo-endothelial system of the body and fished out the gem among them. 'At the center of this orbit,' wrote Doan' concerning the diseases of this system a decade ago, 'is the clinicopathologic syndrome which continues to bear Hodgkin's name'. Following its delineation, the nature of this disease has been a matter for controversy. Since that time, in the opinion of Moore2 in 1951, 'little progress has been made in the understanding of the nature of the condition beyond the proposal of more than fifty terms as synonyms'. Willis3 wrote: 'The fact that the name "Hodgkin's disease" has persisted in spite of all competitors, and that most pathologists are quite clear as to the characters of the lesion so designated, is significant.'
In his popular book on diagnosis, Chamberlain4 recently honoured Hodgkin by giving an illustration of him with the caption, 'Philanthropist and Curator of the Pathological Museum, Guy's Hospital'. In a further honour to his memory, I wish to spotlight his pathological observations with special reference to my own field of research, namely, the mode of spread of cancer from one part of the body to another.
